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EXORDIUM. 

Man, in a ftate of nature, has no Supe- 
rior but the God who made him. Life, 

Liberty, and the Produce of his labors are 

exempt from human controuL * 

If he conceive it conducive to happinefs to 
fubmit to the reftraints of Society, it is his 
duty to repel — ^by force of arms, if neceflary 
1^— all attacks on the dignity and sacr£D 
RIGHTS of man. 

He is not to be intimidated by the threats 
of a TYRANT^ nor awed into captivity by 
^ prefumptuous appeal to the divin£ inhe- 
ritance of Kings. 

» On all great emergencies, he is to revert 
to the firft principles of focial life. In con- 
cert with his fellow-citizens, he is to vindi- 
cate the original and facred compadl of 
Society, What ought to be is the only 
queftion, which freemen can condefcend to 
agitate. Whatever has been obtained by 
fraud or violence, they will dilregard or 
repeal, 

* Remaks on the Regency. 

Hence 
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* Hence the importance of public intercourfe 
— *of a pure, unfettered fourcc of conn^muni- 
cation. The moment the hand of power 
prevails over the freedom of the prefs, wc 
are a rxjined People. 

It has been faid, truth is a libel — 
and, the greater the truth, the greater the libel. 
I, hope, for the honor of human nature, this 
dodlrine has no exiftence but in the breaft of 
Lord Mansfield. 

Gracious Heaven ! if faft and falfliood be 
equally criminal, we are doomed toETERNAL , 
silence!! The prefs, inftead of being con- 
fecrated to freedom, will be the degraded 
vehicle of the Eulogitim of a Minifter, or 
the Panegyric of a Tyrant! ! 

I am not ambitious of popular applaufc. 
Satisfied with the approbation of confcience, 
1 neither court the fmiles, nor dread the 
frowns of any created Being ; * but I fo- 
-lemnly pledge my fe If to encounter imprifon- 
ment and even death, rather than fubmii to 

* The firft edition of this pamphlet was without the 
Author's name ; but when Mr, Ridge way declined the falc, 
the Author was reduced to the alternative of publifhing his 
own name, or of expofing honeft men to the refentments 
of the Party, for, by ad of Parliament, there is a heavy 
penalty for publiftiing without fome rcfponlible perfon's 
name. • . 

lemnly 
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a bondage too abjeft to be endured. And if 
any thmg which I can do, or fufFer, be ulti- 
mately ferviceable to the caufe of freedom^ 
or tend to emancipate my country from 
arbitrary violence, 1 fhall be abundantly re- 
warded by the confcious reftitude of * my 
intentions, and the fuccefs of the enterprize* 

If I have paffed the limits of modera* 
tion, or inadvertently exprefled ray fenti- 
ments in terms of treason, or defama- 
tion, I fhall embrace the opportunity of 
evincing my reverence for the laws, by a 
dutiful fubmiffion to the atonement they 
demand. But let a Jury of my Peers — 
the Guardian Angels of the Realm — — firft 
pronounce me guilty. Let me be ac- 
cufed, convidled, and condemned in the 
Procefs eftablilhed by the wifdom of our 
anceftors. 

Rather than permit a Prince of the Blood, 
or the Partisans of a Faction to ROB 
me of my property, and detain my Sentiments 
from public view, 1 will perijh. 

The immediate confequences of the injus- 
tice of which I complain are purely perfonal, 
but the remote and incidental will be general 
and alarming. If the mandate of a Prince 
of Wales be fuffered to intercept the pro- 
dudlions of the Prefs, and ROB a Citizen with 

impunity 



( 6 ) 

I 

impunity, I prcdiift a fyftem of perfecution 
ta which the iniquities of the Star-Chamber 
were unimportant trifles. 

But I have not the moft diftant apprehen-* 
fion that a meafure of fuch violence will be 
Countenanced in a coqrt of Law, I evea 
venture to affirm, that no man will be found 
fo corrupt in Principle, or abandoned in Prac- 
tice, as to avow himfelf the Advocate of fuch 
lawlefe Proceedings, And yet I am ap- 
prized of the friendfhip which Mr. Erfkino 
entertains for the Party, and of his zeal 
to vindicate their Fame. But if he have the 
temerity to come forward on the prcfent 
occafion, I will certainly embrace . the 
opportunity of aflcing him by what fecret 
Maxims in Law, or myfterious Analogies in 
•Equity, an Individual may affume the Office 
of Judge, Jury, and Executioner. Not 
that I mean to combat him in a w^r of wojiDS. 
I fhall fimply prove that my Property has 
been illegally detained, and then leave the 
learned Gentleman to difplay his eloquence . 
in the vain attempt to extenuate the infamy 
of bis employers. 



PHILIP WITHERS. 



Sloan Square,^ 
^an. i^y 1789. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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The Editor throws hlmfelf on the indulgence of the 
Public for feveral Prefs Errors in the Quarto Pamphlet, 
towhichthis Narrative alludes* 

The prin£;ippl are^ King*! can dtk wr^g^ inilead o^ 
^»g*f c(fik dt no. tvrong** Traduced B T impiitj^ infleatf 
[ of, traduced FOU impiety. f 

Three Printing Houfes being employed in the work, 
with the. great emergency of the Bufinefs, caufed fomc 
fliades of difference in the colcm^ of the paper of Page 
67 to 69* 

• Page «4* 1 Page 47* 
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O r T H' £ 

ORIGIN 

OF THE' 

P A M P H L E T. 

IDo not deny that my fupreme defign was to ferve my 
country, by fupporting Mr. Pitt* 

My attachment to this gentleman is fincere and honor- 
able,* I believe him to be a Patriot, and influenced 
by principles as pure and diflnterefted a3 the prefent ftate 
of mortality will admit* 

I (hould not be entitled to belief, were I to pronounce 
the Minifter perfect. Perfection is tBe attribute of 
Deity. I candidly own that fome parts of M r. Pitt's poli- 
tical life, I defire to forget. And fome parts of Mr. Fox's 
political life, I defire to retain in grateful remembrance* 

But in the important queftion^ to whom ought thf Prince ta 
entrujl thtfubordinate-governrntnt tfthe kingdom ? I find no 

difficulty in .anfwering, Mr. Pitt will be the man if 

the confervation of the juft Prerogatives oftheCroWn, and 
the facred privileges of the People — the extenfion of com* 

♦ I have occafionally written in defence of Mr. Pitt*s miniftry, ever 
iince his accefiion to power. But never received a (hilling \ neither adually 
nar by promife* 

B merce, 
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merce, with the glory and happmcfs of the rcalm-^bc of 
If reaterjcftunatiott wkh his.Highnefs, than the fricndlhi(>? 
of a Card Table, or the attachments of the Turf. 

* Were it confiftcrit with the fyftcm of policy tfermed 
the Constitution,, for the People to controul * the fu- 
preme Magiftrate in his choice of Minifters, his High- 
nefs would • £>on be infiwrmed in whom, alone, they can 
rcpofe with confidence, the protedlion of Life, Privi- 
lege, and Propeilty. 

iff I waJ inducbd to folicit public attention to my feU- 
timents on the Regency, from a report that Mr. Pitt, in 
cxpreffing a- noble abhorrence of Mr. Fox's doftrine of 
hereditary right, had paffbAthe limits of theConftJtution; 

And I now repeat, with additional ardor and convic- 
tion, that fo for from paffirtg the limits of the conilitution, 
the Minifter has too much modefty, or too little courage 
to proceed to the point of duty, t It is, howevti^, no more 
than, juft ice Xq acknowleg^, that fufiicient has .been ac- 
^omplifhed to fecure him prefent appkufe, and to render 
his. jaame dear to the remoteft ages of the world. 

^f To corroborate the concliifions in my Pamphlet, I 
alkpermiffion to fubjoin a few detached remarks on po- 
litical controul. And I hope the Reverend Editors of the 
Herald— the General Advertifer— and of thok- jfpo/fati 
PaperSf who have made their peace, by the -coftly facri-^ 
ficc of virtue and freedom, will recommend the Author 
and his maxims to the Public by opposition and abuse j» 

• Though tbe People cannot, conftitutionally, co»T»out, they may 
PETITION. Sat vetbum fapienti. 

t See tht arguments on the RESPONsiBiLiTy ofthe Prince of Wales. 

for 



foj^- by a. mw mode of can£jination» thofe Gentltmm 
cft^]ifli Truith by the argun^ents with which* Acy op- 
pofc it,— — I have nothing to dread but their Praisi. 



Power originatjes with the People. 



Remark?.' By no argunaenr human or divyxc can* it 
be proved, that Man, in a ftate of nature has any Supe- 
rior — ^the Deity excepted. 

When men quit their ^native forefts, and form a com- 
munityj they frame laws fuitable to cultivated life, and 
appoint a man, or a fet of men tp put them in force* 

This 16 the origin of the executive authority. . ' 

As it is inconvenient for a whole Nation to aflemble 
and legiflate, Deputies, are chofen for that, purpofe. 

And this is the origin of Parliaments. 

^T Power originates in Property. And as all men^ 
by the laws of Nature, have property in Lifff iii Liberty 
and in the Produce ^f^ir Lahw^j the power of legiflation 
isyvirtually^in the Individual ; and, by compa£t, aituaOf 
in the Par?.iamei?t.* 

A Britifli Sovereign is the Majesty of the whole 
Community concentered in one Citizen. Nothing on 
£arth can be more glorious. 

• I fpeak with particular reference to the Britifli Conftitmion. 

B a The 
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The Throne has no power oi pofitive legiflation. 
Becaufe it is inconfiftcnt with the dignity of Britons 
to obey the will of an Individual in matters whet-e Life, 
Liberty, and Poffeffions are interrefted. The efTential . 
attribute of the Throne is power to execute, and power 
to PROTECT — to execute the People's Will, and to pro- 
teft it's own Prerogatives. Hence it is armed with a 
NEGATIVE interpofition. But "fliould a Sovereign 
perfevere in the exercife of this negative interpofition— 
vnfoHcited by thi PeopUi and without any reafonable plea 
of preferving his Prerogatives — he would be juftly con- 
fined as a MADMAN, or dethroned as a tyrant. If this 
be not an aphorifm of reafon and law, the Houfe of Han- 
over has no claim to our allegiance ; George the Third is 
a Ufurper ; and the Defcendant of James is our legal 
fovereign, 

tO^ «^ tO^ fa9vtO% fa9t tO% tO) tiO« V9« t«« to* 

It is CONDUCIVE TO THE HAPPINESS of. 

A State, to have the Powers, Perfec- 
tions, AND Attributes of it's compo- 
nent PARTS WELL DEFINED. 

It is abfurd, to a degree of being eminently ridiculous, 
to term any queftion abstract and unnecessay, when 
the folution has a tendency to afcertain the boundaries 
of the Conftitution, 

But if it be a queftion of right — a queftion of contin- 
gent importance to the peace of the Realm, it is the in- 
dispensable DUTY of Minifters to feize the firft oppor-^ 

tunity of bringing it to an iflUe. 

I ain 
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I am not the panegyrift of Mr. Pitt. But it would be 
tinpardonable in an advocate for freedom to withhold his 
tribute of applaufe. By fubtnitting the queftion of right 
to Parliament — in defiance of the threatening afpe£l of 
political events— he afted like a Patriot and a Hkr®* 

On the other hand, foir deferting the People in the 
moment of their fate-^for facrificing the rights of Par- 
liament at the fhrine of the Prince— the once illuftrious 
Jeader of the Oppofition deferves to be branded witJi, 

ETERNAL INFAMY. « 

Such, I am convinced, will be the language of the 
Hiftorian in future ages, when perfonal interefts and 
animofities are forgotten. 

cS:^o9cc$3^og3og|943tB343 

Of thf right to supply defects in 
THE System of Powers termed the 

constitution; 



If the Executive Power be fufpended, Parliament is 
competent to DICTATE On the occafion* 

But were no Parliament in being, the Powef woifld 
revert inftantly to the People — I mean to the Boroughs 
and Corporations of the Realm. * 

The HypothefisI grant is impirobable,'*yet phyfically 
poffibie — Suppofe a coipbination of caufes, fimilar to 
that by which our g racious Sovereign is deprived of 
reafon, were to attack the Prince Regent— fuppofe alfo 

that 
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that i>?;ATHor i^jtsanity .were to.4eprivc Parliament of. 
thp affiftancc p^ the, Lorcls-rare the de^reft iotejcfts of 
the country^to b^ 2jbandoiitc4 .tp fpr^ign invafipn,.or do*. 
meftiQ yiplQiv:e ? .Up. That OAfNjfrOTBKCE whicJiJately. 
invefted Mr. Grcnvillc wifh the dignities of Sp^kjfcr, 
could^* WtK egiial conformity to the eternal la'ws of juftice 

aindnature^' fiU'tHe tbeTaROii, ox reftore the Peerage. 

«. . * -. « . J. .. t' ..*.',, 

Fy -what. mode I By a filly, degradiog Fiction fit i« : 
VFrth relu^ance I oppofc what Mr* PKt. appwtves) ^thy.. 
a noble, conftitutional avo\val of the IMMEDIATE 
rightV power,' and authority fo to do ? 

By re(brting to a fiction, wc tacitlyt* admit, thafc:^ 
Power defcends from the Thionc to the People, inftcai 
of the Coavcrfe of the modcy from the People to the Throne^ 

But what do' we gain by this political transubstan- 
n AT ION ; Nothing tangible by common feofe* It is^ak 
Totular procefs unworthy -eiilighliened ^R^iods^, , The . 
Parliament authorifes a Commiffion to authojrife Parlia- 
ment to appoint a Regent ! f 

A*TcKcme'" of Jegiflation fo hoftilc ta the didlates of 
reafon, was adoptM, 1 prefume, by Mr. Pitt, on principles 
ofjgoBtei^cfs., It fpdngs fi;omjthe^im.^ginatio;ipf fowe^nan 
walde4^ i?,»^? Great Seal — to the ideal powers of the 
Conflitution. 

^Ot.jrieed I remind;^his,trfpTWdoi(|t^$eo;ator thati^n 
E$9£l,canbave^p more pf Ejgijity, ttoa the(^#Kife of it;S: -j 
Exift6n^6. — That ex nihilojit nihil P^^Biii that qufid facts 
per alter unty )acU per teipfum ? 

If 



If Parliament cannot legiflate de jun^ it cannot legiflate 
by D£ii.£G ATED agency ; becaufe the Agent cannot receive 
that which is not in the power of the principal to beftow% 
And on this oiTamptiony there will be no more alWiaaoe 
due from us to the new appointment, than to t^ 
Congrefs of America, or the Emperor of Japan. 

^ ! alfo beg leave to repeat my former poiitron con- 
•erning the REspoNsiBiLifY of a jPrince of Wales, fup* 
pofing fuch a pcrfon were ever to be the Regent of tjii* 
Country. Arid on this ground \ defpife tjie infults, an4 
defy the arguments of the Paxtizaos of Fadjkion. 

A Prince of Wales j unU/s the Throne ie declared vacant^ 
cannot be invefted with M^ Iperfections an3 essential 
ATTRIBUTES ofthe Sovereign. The miniftry af fiick a 
Prince Regsnt Will be responsible to him alone. 
Under his authority, they may commit the moft enor- 
jgaous depr^tions with impunity. No law, in prefent 
cxiftence, will touch them in perfon or property. Thi 
fign manual of the regent will be an abfolution from ail 
offences. I have great, legal authority to fupport mc 
in this affertion. 

The Prince, indeed, is amenable to Parliament, He 
may be impeached, and tried by his iPeer5. But give me 
leave to afk, in ferious folcmnity, by what parliament 
wo\ild he be impeached ? By a -parliament d jsvoted'to 
HIS will? T^ie fuppofition is ridiculous. Rut let it 
be admitted that the Sovereign recovers, and that no arts 
are praftifed to deprive bim of his Throne— -I defirc to 
know the nature of that offence whicK* is fuflicient to 
difrobe. a Prince a Wales of his perfonal privileges, and to 

' eirpofe 
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tecpofe him to the rcfentmens of the laws ? — ^to tht 
pains and and penalties of a criminal ? 

And let it be remembered, that on the hypothecs of 
the Sovereign's Demife, the enormities of the Prince 
Regent and his Miniftcrs muft pafs into oblivion. 

- Snch is the prefent perilous ftate of our deareft con- 
cerns. But it refts with the Patriotifm of Mr. Pitt to 
crown^is glorious atchievements by full and eff£C- 
lUAL reftricaions. Let him take the Poet's advice,y^;W 
lente* Let him be cautious, and in manly contempt of 
Print-fliops, and profttute publications, keep the reigns 
ItiU the K iNG and the People are fecure. 

But it may be urged in reply — there is no danger that 
the Prince of Wales will abufe the royal prerogatives, if 
parliament condefcend to transfer them. I am not com- 
petent to determine what a day may bring forth. This 
I know, had not the Cabinet Minifters of Queen Anne 
been awed by an abfurd delicacy, we Ihbuld not, at this 
moment, be.deftitue of the executive energy of the realm. 
They ventured to fuppofe Her Majefty might die, and 
made provifion in, the bill accordingly; but they had 
not fortitude to intimate that Her Majefty might alfo 
be MAD. 

I know many people, who hold OflSces under the' 
Prince of Wales, and. many who are in expeftation of 
that honor, and they all aflure me that His Highnefs is 
very good and very gracious. But, fuppofing this 
teftimony admiffible, it is no argument that severe re- 
ftraints are not neceflary for his political friendfliips, 
whom all the world believes to be neither good nor 

I GRACIOUS. 
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^KAcious. Mr. Fox aflerts that Lord Noi;th is not to 
he tnifted,* and Lord North declares that Mr. Fox is 
adluated folely by the love of power. It would bfc 
ungenerous to queftion their Veracity : they arc in habits 
of intimacy, and know each other well. 

The juft Prerogatives of the Throne, and the Privi- 
leges of the. People are, infeparablc* But how well fo* 
tpver they harmonic in theory, they are ufuully hgftilc 
in pradlice. Intheprefent crifis, the King's friends 
and the Advocates of the People are the fame men. , To 
what difcrimination of charadler, then, are they entitled, 
under what order of Statement are they to be clafled, who 
are in equal oppofition to the Prerogatives of the Sove- 
reig^, and the Privileges of the people ? They are men 
sui Generis ; and I wiih Mr. Fox would condefcend 
inform me by what appellation I may have the honor to 
diftinguifh them, in the next edition of this Narrative* 

Of the levities prefixed to the Remarks on the Re- 
gency, 1 fliall only fay— they are, in general, founded on 
fzSty though diverfificd by romantic embellifhments'*; for 
quid vetat ridenUm dicer e vera ? They contribute to the 
circulation of my political creed, and to the accoraplifli- 
ment of my fupreme defign. 

I feel particular fatisfsu^en at the commendations be« 
flowed on the converfation piece between the Prince 
and Lady * * * * Herbert. I hope Parliament will 
aved themfelves of the opportunity of expelling thofe 

* See Speeches in Parliamenc. 

. C unworthy 
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unworthy ^embers, who aflSrmed that Her Royrf 
Higbnefs is a * * • • • — *an unmarried Lady. 

The fcei^e between C an jer bur vaad York h^s alfq 
been honored with public approbation, and, (I am 
fpeaking of the fgn^itnental pait of the converfation) 
DESBRVEDLY, fof do the annals of any Proteftant Coun- 
try under Hpavcn contain an inftance of fuch perverfion 
oifHoly writ ? * or the Appthpofis of :^ Pagan Emperor 
mor&^bje£): s^dylation ? 

Whomih^u baj been pleajed to affliSf for our trans- 
CRESsiONs! If Highly as 1 reverence the Sovereign 
for his Virtues, I believe he has a debt of fufficient mag- 
nitude to difcharge on his own account. He has not 
any righteoufnefs to fpare for his people. It is a ftraln 
of flattery which no human excellence can juftify — the 
fpawn of popery, engendered in impiety and ignorance. 

The Son of Godj yrho ^ame down to earth for the 
redemption of man, was truly Jmitten and affliSledfor our 
tran/grefftons-^the chajli/ement cf our peace was uppn hinh 
and by His stRiPES wE ark healed. % His life was a 
continued fcene of dignity and benevolence. He gave^ 
fight to the Blind, firengthto the Infirm, and animation 
to the Dead ; and though armed with a power that fhook 
the earth to it's centre, and covered the fun with dark- 
nefs, he meekly bowed his Head on the Crofs, and 
FINISHED the salvation of his people. 

Read your bibles, my Lords of Canterbury and York^ 
and contrail tliis awful perfonage with ourMEDlATon 

• In the Prayer for the King. f PubUc Prayer, 

X The Prophet fpeaks of Bs x. i et s » s. 
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at Kew. The uitcreatcd glories of Jbsus beam through 
the veil of humanity, and the God is perpetually mani" 
jyied in the flejh? feut our ipiscoPAL redeemer is 
wofking out the falv^ldri bi his fubje6ls by playing tTo^" 
F^og with his Pages, or One and Thirty witK — Warren ! ! 
Credat Judirns. May a pious £jaculatron be bffer^ ijp 
for yottr Lordihips, when the Ailnlfter reais y^ut 
matchlefs compofition »to the people. 



.y 



But I anticipate your Lbrdfliip's' defenccT^W vWrra«/ 
Regei ple^uniur Jchrvi—Ani I admit it to bfc j( very 
delicate mode of publilhing your Creed. 

In plain Englifti, your Lordfliips coriceivje th^t oux 
TRANSGRESSIONS havc provolced Almighfty God to bring 
the Prince of Wales, and his political friendfbips irtto 
power ; and you are diftreffed left the divine vengcaricc 
fliould be extended to the Prerogatives of the Croyrn— 
the liberties of the people — and the dignity and happinefs 
of the realm. « > 

It is no more than juftice t6 aekn^wlege that your 
fekrs are well grounded. And yet I muft requeft the 
honor of fitting at your Lordlhip's feet for inftruftion. 
Had it been the will of Heaven to devote this country 
to the calamities apprehended, would not the Sovereign 
have been removed to a better world? And ought we' 
not to avail ourfelves of the divine Forbearance, and to 
the utmoft of our power avert the deftruftion which 

threatens us ? Not by recourfe to prayers for we are 

are a fmfui people, and the prayers of the Wicked never 
j^revail — but to afyftcmof COERCION fufficient to 

C z keep 
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keep thofc fpirits in awe, who arc^cxpedicd to wander 
through the Empire, feeking whom they may devour* 

I am this moment informed, that Mr. Pitt has tri- 
umphantly carried the Restrictions through the Com- 
mons And that the party complain, that he has 

difgraced the Prince^ the Parliament, and the Nation. 
Tlie complaint gives me pleafure ; for I credit always 
tRe Cenverfi of their ca ndufions. 

yit. Pitt has done well. But in the humble opinion 
of an individual, had an appeal been made to the people, 
and had a new Parliament voted the management of the 
country to the prefent miniftry,* it would have been 
infinitely better. Fewer forms of the conftitution had 
been violated than at prefent ; and all the evils which a 
trembling people anticipate been avoided. But, perhaps, 
the expeded Inquiry in the Houfe of Lords^ concerning 
the marriage of thePrince of Wales with a Papift, f may 
yet render this meafure of appeal unavoidable. 

• "Till the King's death, or a declaration that he is incurabk* 
t A^Tertpd by Mr« Home Tooice. 



TO 
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T O 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

GEORGE, 

PRINCE OF ir A L E\ab 

May it pleafe Your Royal Highnefs. 
S the fon of the fovereign, I approach yotf with 



A 



. affeAion. And as the firft magiftratc of fle realm,* 
I defire to addrefs you in terms of diftinguiflied refpe(ft^ 

For a detail of the affair to which I have the honor to 
folicit your attention, I refer Your Highnefs to the letter 
addrcfled to your Royal Confort. My prefent defign is 
^o ftate in what points of view I conceive Your Royal 
Highnefs to be concei&jed, interested, or affected 
by that lawlefs and defperate attack on the facred Free- 
dom of the Prefs, the Privileges of Parliament, and the 
common Rights of Citizens. 

In the firft place, I conceive Your Royal Highnefs 
INTERESTED Or CONCERNED in that lawlefs attack on the 
Freedom of the Prefs, becaufe it is incumbent on you to 
vindicate your honor as a Gentlman. For let it be 
affumedjfor the lake of the conclufxon,that you gave coun- 
tenance to the fcheme of fuppreffing the Pamphlet, and 
what follows ? Your Highnefs has no better claim thaa 
a highwayman to the diftin6lions of a man of honor; for 
fraud, falihood, and meannefs difgrace the whole pro- 
ceeding 

• I fpeak under obvious reftridions— If your Highnefs pleafe to accept 
the Regency— and if y«ur Highnefs btQ.UALiriEOCo ac^pc |t« 
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As t aiir hot wamnted in aflirfing that the « two 
persons'* to whom Mr. Ridgway alludes in his letter, 
are Your Royal Highnefs and your.illuftrious Confoit, I 
wittidraw the imputation in MOy and transfer it to the un- 
Wufliing leaders p{ the o^pofitioh. 

I bftve a becoming reverence for the hereditaty privi- 
leges of a Prince of Wales ; but I defirc Your Highnefs 
to be perfuaded/ that I am not awed into fub'ttiifflon to the 
Will of man, by the accidental appehddges of birth or'for- 
tirafe. Hkddreft y6u wit& cereirlony arid rtfy'tSt^ becaufe 
I am fer from thinking that jbxxt fandlion has befeh givtn 
to theinjuftice of which . I complain. To attack the 
Ireedom of the prefs and the property of the fubjeft, at the 
moment of your accemon to the fupremacy of the realm, 
. is fo contrary to every didJate of Policy and Common 
fenfe, thaf I ain bound in candour to acquit Your Royal 
Highnefs, and to refolre thfe infamous outrage into lust 
of POWER, by which your political friendihips are obvi- 
ouiiy fo infatuated, that the dread of popular abfiorrence, 
and the refpe<9: due to the perfonal dignity 6f your High- 
nefs are itifufficieftt to deter thfen^ from circumvention 
irid virfefrce. Thte^'havfe betrayed their foYerdgn, th^ 
kaV6 betrayed the people, and I hav6 no ground of hoj e 
that tfi^ uTiftifpediing h6art of the Prinze of Wales will 
bt* proof ^ainft their enchantments. 

The liberties of many States have been loft from inat- 
tention. But the People of England never fufFer privi- 
leges to be violated with ijnpunity. Efpeciaily they 
proteft, with unremitting jealoufy, the freedom of the 
Prefs. And it is certainly unfortunate, that the ambi- 
tion of' your favorites Aould prompt' them to an attack 
on the freedom of the Prefs, to a meafure of tyranny 
and FRAUD in the very commencement of their political 

ceereer. 
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career, It is indeed a melai\chply py^figc pf the " MWiSr^ 
l»ECT BEFORE, us/' and cannot fail of fprca^ipg t^rQF 2^p4 
alarm throughout the Britilh Dominions, 

It is uoneceiTary to ftsOc t;bp mode <rf ^edrefe* whiph 
your Highnefs Qijght to purfqe qn the; prefect occafi^ij, 
I will only take the liberty to declare, that I am 'VFillUig- 
to afford every afliftan(:e in n^y ppwer in the invcftig^qn 
of this dark;, niiyfterious. affair. And I feci the grc^df 
anxiety, becaufe, in the. Narrative fulyqin^d, the pr©^' 
fumptive proof of the interference of your Higlihefs a^ 
your illuftrious Coi^fort is lo ftrong, that a difregay^d 0^ 
the imputation will be a t^cit confeiliqn of the fad:. 

I have to requeft the f)irtjier ia4uIgeAce of your Royal 
Highncfs, while I affign my re^foiisfpr giving more credit 
to Mr. HornqTpoke's avQv^jJil of the witttthctwefta yomr 
Highqefs an^ M^^- Fu»herhcrt, than to tbe denial of that 
union in the Houfe of Commons, 

I. Becaufe Mf To^pke's option M^^pu^ftcd in thir 
face qf d^y, in a paj(ft|^?t befripg l^is %i3Aii^, ^nd. 
with the in^plied* sanction, fax«.o^aq^ aijtd ajw»*Ot' 

MA.T I ojg o( the King's[ Attiwrney Qfioei?4- 

II. Becaufe the faid John Home Tooke^ Efi. afilires the 
Public, that he fpeaks from undoubted authority — and 
privately avows a knowlege of the Mimfter^ who had 
the honor oi reading the C3eremony, 

III. Becai^fe the onCe iUuJlrutu^ leader of tl^e oppoC* 
tion, whp denied the marriage in the Ho.ufc ofCommons^ 
is ^ddicSed to word- eat i ng — a term in ufe in the lower 
•rders of fociety, and* confequently unknown to your 

♦ I mean a t ac n fanaion There is no information againft him. 

Highncfs 
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iligKnefs. It is a fpccies of verbal accommodation, hap- 
pily defcribed by Horace- 

Multa renafcentur, qiix jam cecidere ; cadentque 
Qua nunc funt in honore vocabula, si volet us us. 
Which your Highnefs will give me leave to tranflate, 

for the benefit pf the Illiterate " Let iwterest be 

the facrcd rule of life. Words are only wind. What 
you aflerted Yefterday, you may deny to Day — and 
afin-m again to Morrow,^ volet usus, if. it be for your 

INTEREST.*' ^ - 

With this defcription of men, words are not ufed fof 
liie conveyance of fentiment. It can only be inferred 
froin what they fay, Jic vult usus* And interest, I 
' folcmnly believe, was the fole inducement to the Party 
toqueftion the verbal Prelude between your Highnefs 
and Mr5. Fitzherbert. They had not the effrontery to 
Jeny the consummation. 

ff It is not my intention to raife a clamor again Po- 
FERT. The heart is the only temple where the Deity 
can be worftiipped with acceptance. Forms of devotion, 
are, with me, lighter than vanity. I leave every man to 
follow the dilates of confcience — hanc Veniam petimufque 
iamufque vicijfim,* But I think the profoundeft reve- 
rence is due to an Act of Parliament. Your High- 
nefs is married to a^ Papist 1 fpeak all along under 

this important reftridllon, if credit may be given to John 

Home Tooke Efq, and therefore by the i fF. (^ M. 

Jl. a. r. 2. § 9. Your Highnefs cannot — legally — be 
Regent or King of thofe Reahns. , And by the fame 
sacred authority " the People of these Realms 

ARE ABSOLVED OF THEiR AlLEGIACB." 

^ Mr. Tooke, with a liberality of fentiment that does 
him honor, hopes that no man will withdraw his allegi- 
ance 

* HOKAGS. 
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ance from your Highncfs, on account of the whims and 
fancies of your Confort. 

And yet, perhaps, a lady's whim may be the caufe of 
much public and domeftic diftrefs. It was the whim 
of our common anceftor'Evc, which prompted'^hei* to 
an intrigue with the Devil, .the firft Gallant on record. 
It was the WHiM of Herodias that beheaded John the 
Baptift. And the whim of Mary that deftroyed fo 
many Chriftian Heroes in the flames of maftyrdom. 
There, is nothing, in fail^ that a lady will not do for 
the gratification of her whim. It was the whim of j. 
Lady Grofvenor that induced her to violate her vows, and 
go to 6cd to an idiot. It is to pleafe her whim, that Lady 
Percy lives at a Barber's ihop with Sayer, rather than* ' 
with the Duke of Northumberland, in one of the firft 
palaces in the kingdom. 

Her Royal Highnefe may have children. It may h% . 
her WHIM to educate them in the principles of popery; 
And the good People of England may be put to the 
cxpence and trouble of another Revolution, 

Mr. Tooke further declares, that he knows, from 
cooD AUTHORITY, that Her Highnefs is willing to give, 
proof of conformity to the eftabliflied chuich. Then I 
requeft, on behalf of myfelf, and the Proteftahts of the 
realm, that her Highnefs will read her recantation^ according 
to law, T&is will end, at once, every doubt, difficulty, - 
and alarm. 

I have the Honor to be, 
With every Sentiment of Conftitutional Refpeft, 
Your Royal Highnefs' very obedient. 
And very humble Servant, 

PHILIP WITHERS- 

D TO 
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T O 

HERROYAL HIGHNESS 

THE 

PRINCESS OF JTALES, 

May it plcafe Your Royal Highnefs, 

AS Marriage is aqueftionof fa6l, admitting an eafy 
folution, it is greatly to be lamented that heasons 
of State have fo longexpofed your Royal Highnefs to 
to the obloquy of the world. 

The declarations of your union with His Royal High* 
ncfs the Prince of Wales, t was received with the utmoft 
indulgence by men of fentiment and candor. It mani- 
fcfted a difpofition in His Highnefs to fliun a licentious 
intercourfe with the Sex, and to acquiefce in the honora- 
ble fatisfaftions of the marriage bed. And when the 
Author aflured us, that your Royal Highnefs was willing 
to give full and unequivocal proof of attachment to the 
Proteftant Faith, every fcruple was removed. We ap- 
plauded the violation of, a Law of Power, prefumptuoufly 
aiming to controul affect ion, and fandlify adultery ; 
for a union of hands without a union of hearts is only 
LEGITIMATE ADULTERY. A thoufand Vi6tims may 
bafacrificed to this barbarous policy, before another 
Charlotte adorns the Throne, 

t By John Horn« Tookc, Efq. 
». . , As 
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As I have accidentally mentioned our moft amiable; 
tnoA excellent Q^een, give me leave torecommehd her 
life to your Highnefs' imitation. In the firft and moft 
important of all htman concerns, Her Majefty is a 
glorious example of fincerity and perfevereance. I have 
been informed by thofe who have the honor of being near 
her perfon, that Her Majefty does not place the Eflence 
of Rel I g ion in a formal obfervance of eftabliftied duties. 
It is the Dbvotion of the heart which conftitutes th^ 
Chriftian, in the juft conceptions of our graciouJ Queen. 

In the duties and endearments of domeftic life, the 
Royal Matron is an ornament to her fex, and above all 
encomium. 

And with a conduct equally honorable In public life, 
and beyond example ciRcuMsPECE^in a moment of 
fevere diftrefs, the Queen has fo entirely captivated the 
affedlions of the people, that Her Majefty would be 
IMMORTAL, if it depended on their fuflFrages. 

When fpeaking of the fentimcnts of the people, I 
except the partizans of faction, the political friendftiips 
of the Prince of Wales. 

I am aftonilhed His Royal Highnefs does not fpurn 
from his prefence the author's of thofe infernal fuggef- 
tions, which are aimed at the honor of His Rx)yal Parent ! 
The degraded Papers of the Party contain fiifficient 
provocation to rouze his refentmertts, if His Highnefs be 
not totally deftitute of fenfibility and filial regard. * 

• We may Ihortly expeft to hearrfie Party announce a Paramour for 
the beft of women, I trull the people will manifeft a proper indignation at 
the Bruton-flreet MANAGER for what he has alriady written. 

D 2, In 
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In proportion as your Royal Highnefs imitates the 
virtues of our excellent Queen, you may depend on the . 
admiration and love of the people. 

t ^ In the letter, which I had the honor to addrcfs to 
His RoyjJ Highnefs, I affigned a reafon for not crediting 
the denial of your marriage, in the Houfe of Commons. 
And give me leave to add, when the cnce celibraiedl^tzitx 
tof the Oppofition prefumcd to facrifice Your Royal 
Highneft to the interefted views of the Party, I was 
tranfported with indignation. Bccaufe, from a fituation 
the moft honorable in the kingdom^ it reduced you to a 
ftate of infamy and contempt. It proclaimed in the face 
. of Day, arid to the aftonifliment of the world, that a 
woman of birth, beauty, and independence was the 
. Strumpet of the Prince of Wales. And under this 
idea, I have no fcale to mealure your demerits. A poor, 
difconfolate female whom a villain has feduced, or the 
want of bread driven to public 'proftitution, is an angel 
of innocence in contrail with Mrs. FitzheRBERT. 

But the mord turpitude pf your offence, Madam, is 
eclipfed by the fupcrior infamy of thofe, who countenance 
your guilt. A laudable Self Regard, a high commanding 
fenfe of virtue, ought to deter Ladies of Honor from an 
intercourfe with harlots. 

1 have, indeed, no difficulty in declaring, that the 
woman, who is ambitipus of thcqompany of the mistress 
of the Prince of Wales, has no objedlion to be his whore 
Let His Highnefs drop the handkerchief. Lady 
. and the Duchefs of are panting for the confum- 

mation of his wiflies. 

In this view of things, no Lady of virtue — no fervant, 

' mindful of the dignity of Innocence, can condefcend 

to notice you. 

Bur 
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fiat tkdiugh reduced to a dilemma, and compeUed td 
pronounce Your Highnefs a whore, or the Leaders^ of 
Fadlion, LIARS, I am not prepared to refign an amiabk 
woman to infamy* There is no p^rt of your liie, whick 
juftifies a conclufion unfavor^le to virtue* Qn the 
other hand. Madam, the folemn proteflatioas of the 
1*ARTY to impeach a nobk Lord, whom they now cm- 
brace in political friendihip^ convince nie they caa fwear 
whatever intereft may demand, o'r refentment dictate* 

But did not the Prince of Wales confent to the snJH^ 
tutid Ceremonies of Marriage, knowing that they were 
illegal, invalid, and contrary to the A9: of Reftri<9tion J 
An imputation fo ruinous to the credit of His Royai 
Highnefs, I dare not afTume, even in argument. If the 
Prince ^ of Wales be capable of fedacing a « woman of 
virtue to his arms by an expedient fo bafe anddifgraceful^ 
he is a MONSTER and not a MAN. 

,^ I confider the Aft of Reftri6tion to be an Acjt of 
.POWER,, an aS of oppression, an A£l ofFenlive to GOD 
and MAN. And in juftification of this language, 
YourRoyal Highnefs will have the goodnefs to fufferme 
to make a few Extradis fromtheProteftoftheUbrds* 

*< To make the power of cont railing Marriage de- 
pendent on the will of any man, or fet of men, during a 
perfon's' whole life, is utterly incompatible with all Reli- 
gion, natural and revealed, and therefore a mere ASt of 
POWER, having neither the NATURE nor OBLI- 
GATION of law. 

We conceive, alfo, that this bill is pregnant with 
civil difcord and confufion. Thofe who are in power 
may ealily procure a Repeal of tills Adt, or the confir- 

MATXOW 



( 30 ) 

MATtON OF A» MARRIAGE MADE CONTRARY TO IT* 
And a Pretender to the Crown may affert, that his 
Claim has been ftt afide by no other authority than that 
of an aft, to which the legiflatnre WAS NOT COM- 
PETENT, as being contrary to the common Rights of 
mankind* < 



FITZWILLIAM. 

STAMFORD. 

DORSET. 

TORRINGTON. 

MILTON. 



DEVONSHIRE. 
ALBERMARLE 
CRAVEN. 
JOHN BANGOR. 



RICHMOND. 

ABERGAVENNY. 

PORTLAND. 

ABINGDON. 

ROCKINGHAM- 

** Dissentient. 

«* Becaufe the liberty of marriage is a natural right 
Inherent in mankind. 

<* Becaufe this Right is confirmed and enforced by 
the Holy Scriptures, which declare marriage to be of 
divine inftitutioh> and deny to none the benefit of that 
inftitution. 

** Becaufe the law of Nature and divine inftitutions 
ARE NOT REVERSIBLE by the power of human 
legiflatures. 

TEMPLE. I CLIFTO^^. J ABINGDON. 
RADNOR. I LYTTL;ET0N. | CRAVEN. 

But tKough I have this high authority for pronouncing 
it an Aft of power, yet, as it was palled by the King, 
Lords, and Commons, in Parliament affembled, I cannot 
agree wi^h Mr. Tooke that it has not the force of law. 
It certainly is law. Nor would the iffue of Your Royal 
Highnefs and the Prince of Wales have any claim in 
LAW to the throne, were His Highnefs to die antece- 
dently to his elevation to th« Regency. But that very 

impreffion of the <jreat Seal, whioh invefts him with 

the 



the Supremacy, will absolve the People of th«^ir. 

Allegiance. 

On a Subjeft of final importance to the Conimon- 
wealth, it is neceflary to be full and explicit. And ia 
the firft place, I will prove from the Proteft of the Lords 
that a Prince Recj^n r is nof afFefted by the bill of Re-^ 
ftriftions. 

<« This bill provides no remedy at any age, againft the 
improvident marriage of the King reigning, the mar- 
riage of all others the moft important to the Public. 

"It provides nothing againft the indifcreet marriage of 
a Prince of the Blood, being REGENT at the age of 
twenty-one, nor furnifhes any remedy aigainft his per- 
mitting fuch marriages to others of the Blood-royal, the 
legal poweirs fully vefting in him as to this purpofe, and 
without the affiftance of his Council ; we cannot there- 
fore, on the whole, avoid expreffing our ftrong difep- 
probation of an a6i: /baking fo many of the foundations of 
LAW, RELIGION, and PUBLIC SECURITY.'* 
(Richmond^ and the Lords as before. 

This is more than argument, it is demonftration, that 
the moment the Prince of Wales is made Regent, the 
marriage becomes Law. Stridlly fpeaking, it will not 
even be neceflary to repeat the Marriage Vows. The 
TACIT ACQUIESCENCE of the regent fandlifies the deed. 
He is not bound to communicate even with his council. 

Hence it is deducible, that His Royal Highnefs, on his 
elevation to the fupremacy, muft inftantly command the 
marriage to be regiftered — or declare it illegal and 

. VOID, \ 

If 
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If the marriage be rcgiftered, Your Royal Highneft 
muft inftantly read your recant aTioij from the 
ERRORS OF POPERY— or the nation will be absolves)! 

•r ITS ALL'EGIANCE. 

1 have the honor of being 
Your Royal Highnqfs' 
Moft devoted. 

Arid moft obedient humble fervant^ 

ScaAN^^AitR* PHILIP WITHERS. 

STATEMENT of FACTS. 

ADDRESSED 

To Their ROYAL HIGHNESSES 

' . . .. T 9 B 

PRINCE ANDPRINCESSoFWALEa 



CONCEIVING it to be the privilege of an Engli/h- 
man to publilh his feritiments on all important ocr 
,. cafionSy I determined to requeft the indulgence of my 
fellow citizens to a few Remarks on the fubjedi of a 
Regency, and the marriage of the Prince of Wales 
with Mrs. Fitzherbert. 

And to make the pamphlet more acceptable to that 
clafs of readers who are difgufted with politics-, I ob- 
tained 
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tamed, from the firft authority, * fome anecdotes .of. a 
entertaining nature. 

Previoufly to my feading the manufcript to prefs, I 
informed Mr. James Ridgway, Bookfeller, York^ 
.ftreet, St. James' Square, of my defign to prefix his 
name to the work. 

He returned me an anCwer, in writing, *< I moft fin- 
♦' cerely thank you, Sir, for the favor you intend me of 
*' putting my name to the pamphlet/' f 

f Before £ proceed. in ithe narrative, it Is ne€6ffary.to ' 
inform the party, alias the coalition, alias riic oppo-i 
siTioN, alias the political friends of the Princx o£ 
Wales quo^unque nomine gaudent ■■ >tliat.Mr. Ridg- 
way was entirely ignorant of the contents^ frcm tho 
firft page to the laft, till the Printer delivered him the 
pamphlet for fale. I mention this circumftance, that 
he may fuiFer no inconveniefnce from their difpleafijire. 
J can aflure the party, with great truths that had not 
the E^eath of Mr. Speaker, and the fubfequent examina- 
tion of the Phyficians retarded the progrefs of the Re- 
gency bill, not a fy liable of the contents would have , 
tranfpired 'till the miniftry cleft had been fixed in their 
deftinations. 

Part of the Pamphlets were fent to Mr. Ridgway on 
Friday the 2d of January, 1 789. On the following day, 
I received a letter by poft, ftating, that Mr. Ridgway 
could not think of publiihing the pamphlet, as it con- 
tained reflexions on thofe for whom he ** entertains thfc 
*^ HIGHEST FRIENDSHIP and^RESPECT;'* 

* From £uch Authority as juftifies the Title Page* ^ 

J Extraft from Mr. Ridgway's letter, 

' E adding 
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adding, " the pamphlets, Sir, arc at your difpofal in 
" York.ftreet." 

I immediately waited on Mr: Ridgway, and to avoid 
Tautology of didlion, I will comprize the fubftance of 
the converfation, in the form of a dialogue. 

W* I have called on you, Mr. Ridgway, in confe- 
quence of a letter, ftating your apprehenfions of giving 
ofience to certain people, for whom you entertain the 
higheft friendfliip and refped. 

J?. Yes, Sir, I have been frightened out of my life 
by fome gentlemen who were at my ihop ycftcrday, and 
again to day— One of them came from LORD 
SYDNEY, and faid it would he at my peril, if I 
fold another pamphlet to any other perfon whatever. 
He declares it is HIGH TREASON, becaufe it afferts 
that the PRINCE of WALES is married to Mrs. 
FITZHERBERT, 

JV. My firft wiih, Mr. Ridgway, is to exculpate you— 
my fecond,to remove the pamphlet to a place of falelN" - 
STANTLY.* As to the meflage from Lord Sydney, it 
originates in grofs jmpofition— yi/w/wA/r^. It is not entitled 
to credit, that a Secretary of State fhould fend a verbal 
meiTage prohibiting the fale of the pamphlet, wnder pre- 
tence of it's containing High Treason. Were Lord Syd- 
ney to enter the (hop, this moment, I would do myfelf the 
honor of felling his Lordfhip as many as he wifhed. 
If the pamphlet be either treafonable or libellous, the 
Courts of Juftice are open — let the complaining parties 

• I then wrote a few lines, ftating, that Mr. Ridgway knew nothing of 
tite concents of the pamphlet^ 'tlil it was brought from the prefs. 

puniih 
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)>t3nifh me according to law.— -Be fo good ^s to prepare 
them for removal^ and I will fend for them immediately^ 

H. But, Sir, fuppofc any overtures be made for 
purchafing the WHOLE edition? I wifli you would 
leave them ONE 4ay only. You ihall hear from me 
to-morrow morning. 

/F. As to felling the whole edition, I can have no 
objcdiion. They are printed to be fold* I havd con- 
fulted with my Printer, Concerning an imprcffiori in 
O^avo, the fooner, therefore, they are (old the better. I 
am willing to wait *till to-<morn>w morning. Meanwhile 
I will take a fhop, and authorize my fervant to fell 
them, if they be not purchafed tliis 4ay. 

NARRATIVE. In the evening, Mr. Ridgway^ 
and fome other perfon, came to Sloan-fquare. I was in 
town. A requeft was left at my houfe, that I would 
call the next day, in York-ftreet, (Sunday) between 
twelve and one, to fettle the bufiaefs^ 

I thought the circumftance rather odd; and fufpedted 
that a THIRD perfon would be prefcnt; and a third 
. perfon was prefent— a man of fenfe, and of great circum- 
fpe<aion p{ conduiS. Let his name, for the fake of ^ 
diftindtion, begin with D. Much time was fpent in 
cautious, meafured converfation on both fides. J am 
prepared to make Affidavit of the following particulars, 

D It is a pity. Sir, that you have written on die 

fubjeft of the marriage of the Prince of Wales with 

Mrs. Fitzherbert, juft on the point of his being chofen 

Regent. If Mr. ROLL E were to iay hold of tho 

E 2 j;^pampblct» 
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T3r\mphlet, there would be a pretty commence in the 
'Houfe of Commons. I do not know but h might caufe 
a general commotion, 

' /^. I tnift not. had 'I the moft diftant idea that any 
pfoduflldniof my pen wouldcanfe a commotion, I would 
facrifice it inftantly to the peace of' my country — unlefs , 

cit vyeretonn^ed with the LIBERTIES of my-Country, 

►and thea I wpuld chearfujly .encounter ail it's confe- 

iquenccs. 

" 2>. I know feveral at Carlton-houfe.* I could not 
Tconcelve what was going forward: Nor had I any idea, 
Yor fome time*, what all the Ul^ROAR was about. ' It 
was, at firft, fufpefl:ed that Home Tooke was the author, 
,and orders. were. given to prof<5Ciite.him with the greateft 
;fevcriry. JBut'the difference of ftyle foon cleared him of 
the charge. I wiih the matter were fettled in an ami- 
cable nia^ner. The pamphlet would fell rapidly, cve|i 
if the -CONVERSATION PIECE between the. Prince and 
,Mrs. Fitzherbert, and the Remarks on the Regency 
'were* omitted.' Arid it is an invariable rule with me, 
when a co'mtnodity of any kind can be brought to a good 
market, it is better to difpofe of it at once, than have fur- 
ther trouble about it. Will you 'be pleafed <o fpecify 
*your demand, if the title page be cancelled in the next 
^edition; and the Converfation Piece and the Regency 
omitted ? Itis unpleafant-t® be taken by attachment for 
Treason, or to lay in Prifon for years for a Libel, 
tonfider, Sir, your family, and the inconveniencies of 
"being feparated from them. 

I *• I vrin not be pofitive, jDttt, {o tfec bcft of my belief, he faid— I LIVE 

at Carlton-houfe. 
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j^. Jean affureyou, Sir, that the GREAT PEOPLES 

oflFcnded by this pamphlet will procee4 agajuaft you imr 

inediately, and without mercy, 

t . . - 

ff^. Be pleafed to remember — once for sll-^oumt^is 
jjuell attempt to pluck the SunfiomAt^i Orbits as avu ffiejniti 
.acceptance of your propofals by THREATS. From what- 
ever -q.uarter they come, by whomfoeyer they are au- 
thorized, I muft beg leave to treat them with infinitfc 
contempt. I am not ignorant of what conftitutes Higi 
Treafon, Let them proceed by attachment. Tlii 
.merits , of the bufmefs muft be uhimately fettled, by a 
JURY ; and in the prefence of a Jury, I will chcaffuU y 
me^t my accufers^ * 

If there be any j>arricular part or paflage which hurts 
the feefm^s of the Prince, or Mrs. Fifeherbert, I wiH 
readily o'Blige them by expunging it. But. if the reqtieft 
. be extended to the fuppreflioii of political fentiment. 
His Royal Highnefs has* not a* revenue adequate to the 
-purchafe; I am a volunteer in tb« fervice pf my. country, 
^EOl attached to Mr. Pitt by principle. , 

As to fpecifyiitg a fum for cancelling the title page, 
and omitting the converfation Piece, and fuch parts of 
the Remarks on the Regency as affeft Mrs. Fitzherbcrt, 
I have not the confidence to do.it- What may be raiiHd 
with eafe and hoilor from the public at large, will have 
the appearance of extortion, if demanded from an indi- 
vidual. Foote required fevejitcen hundred guineas 
from the Duchefs of Kingfton for a fimilar indulgence, 
kiit I "aeither aft nor defire fuch a fum. My requefl: is, 

that 



f 3« ) 

tfiat you would delivir my property^ and let me difpoffe of 
it at my peril. ' 

R. I am confident, THEY will not fuffer them t9 
it fold. ' 

D. Will you be fo obliging as to put down in writing 
what you juft now faid concerning your difficulty of 
making a demand? It ihall be laid laid before THEM 
dire£ily. It is proper you fliould be handfomely paid^ 
if you comply with their wiflies. 

W. I have not the approbation of confciencc in this 
aflEain I would rather fell the pamphlet, with the cer- 
tainty of going to prifon, than fuppfefs any part of it. 
1 cannot tell what injury it may be to my covmtry. If 
it be an obje6l with THEM to utard the affair, it may 
be of national importance to bring it forward immediately. 
It is very myfterious you ihould wifli to purpofe tR£a- 
50N» and to reward the Author for writing it* 

D. The PRIVY COUNCIL have inveftigated the 
bufmcfs, and declared themfelves SATISFIED. * Be- 
£des, it is only at the critical moment of the Prince's being 
chofen Regent, that the fubjed is terrifying. 

R. The PRIVY COUNCIL ARE SATISFIED. 
And they have refolved to profecute all who write on 
the fubjefl. 

JF. Perfe<ftly ridiculous \ I am not of the Privy 
Council. How was I to know they were fatisfied ? If 
they forbid my writing on the lubjcdt, it will ^ be the 

* X wiUfwear to the words.' 

ftrongefl 
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firongeft inducement in the world for my doing itinftat^^ 
In the communication of my fentiments to my Fellow 
Men, I know^ nothing of the Privy Council, nor will I 
pay any attention to their commands. 

NARRATIVE. After THREE hours fpentiii 
threats, entreaties, compliments and overtures, I con- 
fented to wait till TE N the next morning.* 

At ten, I was requefted to have patience till SIX. 
At fix, Mr.Ridgway called on me at a friend's at Charing- 
crofs, informed me that the TWO GENTLEMEN^ 
. who had taken up the affair, would not be able to fee 
the GREAT PERSONAGES in Pall-mall, 'till 
ELEVEN or jwELVE at night. He faid it was determined 
to fupprefs the pamphlet, at all events, that he Ihould be 
glad when it was done, as he was obliged to " tell lies 
about it every minute in the day." He concluded with 
hoping, that 1 would indulge THEM 'till the mominj^ 
when, pofithely^ the bufinefs Ihould be fettled. 

At the appointed hour, I fent my fervant. No anfwtr. 
I then made a full, clear, and explicit demand of my 
property, being determined to be the dupe neither of 
Mrs. Fitzherbert, nor of the Prince of Wales, nor of the 
Party. Very fortunately, Mr. Ridgway, inhjs anfwer, 
furnifhed me with full and decifive proof of all that could 
^e defired — the property ■ the demand of that property ' « * 
the refufal to delivtr it to my order''''''^the exijience ef 

• The moft perfuafivc and feducing parts of conyerfatJon are loft in a 

WRiTTJCN detail. 1 mean, fkowns, kods, SMlx.2S|aiidallcheelo* 

l|ii6nce of TON E s ai>d I MP H AS X s. 

HIDDEN 
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HIDDEN Jgenti — -^and cfa cmfertnu with cERXAm 

eR£AT PE1L80NACSS, &C. &€, 

I then d^fired Mr. Frost to profecute the PARTY,' 
by ferving Mr. Rfdgway with a Copy of Writ. And 
the builnefs will fliortly be deqided in a court of law. 

Remarks. When the ofFenfive p^rts of th^ Pamph' 
let were fpecified, 1 was filled with aftoniftiment that a 
certain great perfonagc felt no intercft in the honor and 
reputation of two amiable and innocent ladles. The 
infamous report, concerning them, Is not confined, to the 
Vulgar. I lately heard an Officer of thi Navy confirm 
it, with 2tti oath, in a public coiFce room. And I thought 
it my duty t<S mention it, that it might be refute4. * 

But there was no objedibn to that part of the pamph- 
let—nor to the Royal Anecdotes — nor, in fadl, to any 
thing that did not relate to the Prince, to Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert, orto^the PARTY ! ! 

CONCLUSION. It is abfurdto imagine, that a 
BookfcUer would venture to detain property, in violation 
•©flaw, equity, and the practice of the trade, were he not 

WELL PAID and WELL SUPPORTED. 

• 

I dare not- fuppofe that Mr. Ridgway is in habits of 
the SINCEREST FRIENDSHIP with the Prince of 
Wales, or Mrs. Fitzherbert ; and as I have mentioned f 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, Mr. Sheridan, and Lorp 
North, I fuppofe they are his friendships, and to their' 
li id proteflFion, I fmcerely recommend him. 

* Were I convinced it is a faft, I wquU publilh it without apology. In 
the duties of diftributive Juftlce, I am no refpeftor of perfons. Buf I 
believe it to be a fabrication of the Partyj and may the Ladies remem- 
ber vikescit tulnxke VIRTUS. 

I In the Famphleu 

I have 
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1 hdve only to add, that this proceeding is a :gl-ofs> trh* 
|)ardonable infringement of the PRIVILEGES of PAR- 
^ LI AMENT> Letters were fent to the members, foliciting 
their attention to certain remarks on a very interefling 
topic — they difpatched their fervants for the Pamphlet^ 
hut the Bobkfdlcr aflumcs,' in- his own importaat perfon^ 
all the fundions of the law, and/ fays — No. — You fliall 
iiot read thefe remarks ! I 

It is in vain we enjoy the liberty of PRINTING, if 
a Bookfeller can prevent our SELLING what we print*. 
But it is to be hoped, that the weight of punifhment 
on this occafion^ \^,ill deter others from prefumptuous 
attacks on the Prsedom of the Press. 



P O S T G R I P T. 

IT was declared the other nighty in the Houfe of 
Commons, by Colonel Commis, of Berkeley-fquare^ 
that Mr. Pitt muft admit, cither that the Prerogatives 
of the Crown are unneceflary, or that by refufing to 
transfer them entire to the Prince of Wales, the Rt. 
Hon. Gentleman feared that His Highnefs would make 
•an improper ufe of them. 

Had theColonel alked whether the MINISTRY of the 
Prince of Wales would make an improper ufe of power, 

F an 
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an hbneft anfwet might have been given, without infring- 
ing the fonns of decorum — ^YES — in the opinion of 
every man* of reftitude aftd political ipformation in the 
kingdom. 

To juftify this opinion, I need only produce a para- 
graph from a public paper, " Yefterday a grand council 
was held at Carlton houfe, at which were prefent> 



" The PRINCE of WALES 
DUKE OF YORK 
DUKE OF CUMBERLAND 
DUKE OF PORTLAND 
EARL OF SANDWICH 
EARL FITZWILLIAM 
LORD STORMONT 



LORD NORTH 

LORD LOUGHBOROUGH 

LORD SOUTHAMPTON 

SIR T. DUNDAS 

Mr. BURKE 

Mr. FOX 

Mr. SHERIDAN/' 



The illuftrious Perfonage at the head of this lift is 
happy in every thing— —except his'- political at- 
tachments. 

The intelligence which I have been able to obtain 
concerning the Duke of York, is this— His Highnefs, 
fince his teturn from Germany, has ordered the Savoy 
barracks to be dry-rubbed with fand — Has taken Bet 
Cox under his royal protedlion — And is able to dri^k 
more wine, than any man of his age in the kingdom. 

I pafs with reverence His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Cumberland. To reproach a man for being an Idiot, 
is an infult to Almighty God. 

« houfi 
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** Houfe of Lords, 1779. Jprily 23, Moved^ 

** That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
that he will be gracioufly ^pleafed to remove the Rt. 
Hon. John, Earl of Sandwich, from the office of firft 
Lord Commiffioner of the Admiralty." 

Becaufe it is highly becoming this great council of the 
nation, to addrefs His Majefty for the removal of any 
Minifter for NEGLECT of DUTY, or INCAPA- 
CITY. Signed, PORTLAND— FITZWILLIAM, 
and twenty-three other Peers. 

Becaufe, alfo, the Navy of England appears to be reduced 
from what it was in the year I77i>> when the prefent firft 
Lord of the Admiralty fuccecded to the head of that board, 
notwithftahding the IMMENSE Sums granted for it's 
fupport and increafe fince that time. » BRISTOL. 

There is nothing more valuable in controverfy than 
OBVIOUS FACTS. The merits of the Earl of Sandwich 
are on record, att^fted by the Duke of Portland and 
Earl Fitzwilliam. Now let us afk an honeft farmer this 
ilmple queftion. Suppofe you had detedled the Steward 
of your Landlord in embezzling his Mafter's property, 
and fuppofe you and your neighbours had communicated 
his villainy to his Mafter, and procured his difmiffion— 
would you think yourfelf juftified in recommending this 
convided villain to your young Landlord ? Would not 
your charafter be irretrievably ruined, were you to 
accept a JOINT STEWARDSHIP with this man, 

F 2 whom 
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whom you knew to be a rafcal ? The neighbourhood 
would certainly conceive me to be as great a vill^ as th^ 
man whom I had formerly accufed, and that ourCOALI-. 
TION was purely for the fake of plunder. 

Now put the fame queftion, gentle reader, to the Duke 
of Portland and Earl Fttzwilliamy and fee whether they 
can return a better anfwer. * 

The other members of the council aye fufficiently 
known. « By a happy aiTociation of ideas, their names and 
their virtues prefent thcmfelves to the mind at the fame 
inftant. Let a man pronounce LORD NORTH, in 
an audible voice, at High Change, and, in a moment^ 
ideas will be excited of a ruined commerce — a continent 
deluged in blood — a land of widows and orphans-^and 
a debt unequalled in the annals of the world. 

BURKE and FOX ! In an inftant are recoUeQed 
• their very pathetic appeals to Heaven for the fincerity of 

their abhorrence of Lord North the moft vehement 

proteftations, by all that is dear and facred, that they 
"will never reft till they have brought him to atonement 
for the blood of flaughtered armies, and for treafurct 
wafted in corruption ; till they have expofed his jgno^. 
j-ance to merited infamy, and appeafed the Genius of 
Albion by his Exit on the Block. We arc then le^d, by 



* I do not know that Lord Sandwich will accept an oftenfible part in 
the n^w miniftry.— !-Jt will be fufficient, if he assist the firft Lord with 
|)^s couQfel, 

m 
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m earfy innftiionf to flrat htMUi €¥inif ihe CoAtffu^^ 
mt efent which tinma/ked the hyptfetify of t)i<? hentt, 
and leflened tmt zAonithment at the dofHtifie tff attt^ 
DitAXt moatf md vnccmPt^icmAh tHytatpicm. 

SHERI DAN I An orm^ by prc^efficm-^ Swifo m 
flic war of Word** Agooda^off ifymi|^yehim timet«r 
fcafrt hi* |Farf— the ^ac irott;«i c^ the Cahifie^--aiKl 
****** the other idea* are hnpeffcA^ 



STORMONT f *^ fto mm wa* ever heW in pe^et 
cohtempt ftfr ht§ ttwn Aike^ of in |;reater defeftatkm hr 
the fake of an nficJe/'' * 

JvOUOHBOROUGH f '^ He ha* ken fuceeftfaHf 
a Whig and a Tory > driven up and kicked do«rn j wa« 
neter tru/led far^ hecaufe he neycr could he dcpetided 

SOUTHAMPTON 1 Groom of the Sl^le to th« j 
ftinct of Wale*, 

SIR THOMAS DUNDAS; A friend to titut^ 
tfiTAKt Kioutf and vnctmrnrKynAt CcrtitKovh. 

Such are the wotLrm^i Uf whom the totntm-rce, p 
^onferjtience^ and the rcventJe^ of this tcmntty <?rf y 

i0 he entrnfled^-^nlef* Heaven^ in mercy^ r , ^r 

"-acfoa* 
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gracious fovcreigh to his rcafon. Or popery,* as af com- 
pcnfation for the evils of a thoufand years^ preferve 
us from deftnidion* 

It, certainly, cannot be thought unpolite, ungenerous^ 
or unjuft to believe what this band of Patriots affirm of 
each other; for if we cannot with fafety credit their 
WORDS, by what Analogy of argument are we juftifiei 
in placing confidence in their conduct ? But if the 
People of England afford only a flight degree of credit 
to the moft folemn afliverations, it will be inconfiftent 
with th^ DUTY, the dignity, and the prosferity of 
tte Commonwealth, if they do^not rife,, as if ajiimated by 
one. foul, and humbly pray His Royal Highnefs tJic. 
Prince of Wales to difmifsfrom his Councils and Confidence 
for ivery men whom they abhor. 

' It is foreign to my views to fay much of the prcfent 
miniftry. The ftate of the country is the befl: eulogium 
on Mr. PITT it is fuperior even to public applaule. 

^ Of LORD THUJtLOW, I am not competent to 
fpeak with fufficient candor and juftice. in very early 
life, I conceived him to be an enemy to the freedom of 
the prcfs ; and influenced by this belief, I have feized * 
every opportunity of manifcfting my contempt and ab- 
horrence. But, in defiance of my prejudices, I mufl 
acknowlege the wifdom and reftitude of his prefent 
, condudl. In particular, the honeft and manly language, 
in which hisLordfliip cxprefled his deteftation of the novel 
dodrinc of TRANSFERABLE ALLEGIANCE, has 

• Mrs. Fitzherbeii. 

doftrine 
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entirely done away my political averfion. Indeed I hope, 
in charity, that the quondam patriot is infane. ♦« ALLE- 
GIANCE and PROTECTION," faid he " are reci- 
procal."* The maxim I admit. But the application is 

infamQus.-| Our gracious fovereign is indiipof^d, and^ 

for the prefent, incapable of attending to public bufmefs» 
he ought therefore to be expofed to Crocodiles, on the 
Banks of the Ganges, t and all our love, and all our AUe* 
giance TRANSFERRED to HIS SON, ! ! Mr. Fox 
ought to be reminde4 that, in honeft minds, there is a 
PERSONAL ATTACHMENT which kindles into 
a flame at the very idea ! If the People defire to pay 
for the fupport of the ACCIDENTAL PREROGA- 
TIVES of an'afflifted fovereign, it is impertinent in the. 
PARTY to oppofe their wiflies. «< But' the Prince is' 
*« unwilling to impofe frefh burdens on the country by 
** a new eftabliftimeqt." Speak out like men— M^ Pu- 
'tronagi of the Houfehold will afford oppojition to your 
View s hinc illae Lachrymae, hence this generous 
anxiety for a burdened People. But they are willing, I 
repeat it, to fuftain the burdca, for the fecurity of the 
KING and COUNTRY. . . 

The name of LORD CAMDEN, ought to be pro- 
nounced with particular refpeft. His bppofition to 
general warrants^ will render his feme immortal. And 
had it been poffible for him to become additionally 
dear to his country, his prefent firmnefs in ftipporting 
the Rights t)f the People, and his tender folicitude for the 

• Mr. Fox's fp^^h. 
f Alluding to a horrid cuftom in the Eaft of leaving the aged, and In- 
^ firm to b« devoured by Crocodiles. 

Pcrfon 
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Peribti and H-erogatives of an afflided Sovereign, wouli 
have elevated him to the fuipmit of feuman efteem. 

Of CARMARTHEN and SYDNEY, it is fufficient 
prgtiTe to remark, they vigoroufly oppofed the American 
JVftr^ and are now cooperating with the Cabinet in thofc 
felutfiry ReftriAions, which, under divine Providence^ 
may retard our ruin. 

•I. ■ F 1 N 1 S. 

XGJOflOe(«)9(3oOoOPOfO<58090!C:«OJOeC 
T O t H E PUBLIC 

. Ak exadCopy of the ftippreffed Pamphlet may be 
had at the Author's, the corner of Sloan-Square, 
Lower Sloan-Street, Chelsea ; a^ No. 9, Queen* 
Street, near. Dukje-Street, Grosvenor-Square, 
find no where dfe. 

I beg leavWo make my acknowlegements to the Public for 
the very indulgent reception ^iAlfra]\uA the Hiftory of the 
itqyal Malady* 

ThePartizanH of POPERY and FACTION, indeed, 
rage like madmen ; but the former I pity, the latter, I dcfpife. 
Let them attack me with. ARGUMENT. Their mifer«bl< 
invedtives only publifli the book, and accelerate the fale* 

PHILIP WITHERS. 

^ Ffiruary^idp ^ ' 

. 1789. 
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